media, entertainment & arts alliance
the people who inform and entertain

15/07/2010

Dr Ruth Harley,

Chief Executive Officer
Screen Australia

Level 4, 150 William Street
Woolloomooloo NSW 2011
via email: ruth.harley@screenaustralia.gov.au

Dear Dr Harley,
Re: Draft Screen Australia International Co-production Program Guidelines

We, the undersigned, wish to voice our serious concerns regarding the new draft of Screen
Australia’s International Co-production Program Guidelines.

The new points test being proposed will empower producers to not engage Australian performers
for lead roles on feature films, dramas, and animations. This is a significant attack on Australian
performers and an undermining of the cultural basis for the government’s film and television
production support program. Australian taxpayers invest heavily in the film and television
industry through direct subsidies and the Producer Offset. Co-productions are able to access all
these support mechanisms. Australians deserve a cultural dividend for their investment and
expect to hear Australian voices and see Australian faces on screen.

Your proposal to loosen up the rules in the animation area is particularly disturbing given the
poor track record of producers choosing to voice animations in a North American accent rather
than an Australian accent. This is insulting to all Australian performers as well as Australian
audiences.

It is the fundamental role of Screen Australia to support the Australian film and television
industry and Australian culture. This must include supporting the development of Australian
performers.

We ask that you reverse your decision to introduce a new points test and tighten the guidelines
to ensure an Australian on-screen presence in all Australian co-productions.

Yours sincerely,
e S s,

Simon Burke
Equity President
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On behalf of

John Adam
Camilla Ah Kin
Robert Alexander
Jacob Allan

Val Athanassiou
Steve Andrews
Christina Andersson
Patricia Amphlett
Akos Armont
Robyn Arthur
Emily Barclay
Tony Barry

Steve Bastoni
Karen Bayly
Katherine Beck
Daisy Betts

Roy Billing
Elizabeth Blackmore
Natalie Blair
Rachael Blake
Colin Borgonon
Clare Bowen
Nathan Bowen
Mark Brady
Emily Rose Brennan
Holger Brockmann
Noeline Brown
Ann Burbrook

Liz Burch

Carol Burns
Mitchell Butel
Annie Byron
Daniel Byrnes
Peter Callan

Troy Carlson
Renai Caruso
Michael Caton
Danielle Carter
Lisa Chappell
Ritakahn Chen
Jason Chong

Heather Christie
Dustin Clare
Kellie Clarke
Sophie Cleary
Bill Conn
Rachael Coopes
Charles Cousins
Laurence Coy
Natasha Crane
Jeanette Cronin
Michael Cullen
Lynette Curran
Maree D'Arcy
Helen Dallimore
Morgana Davies
Essie Davis
Ralph Davis
Matt Day
Antony Deary
Lara Dignam
Con Dolmas

Leo Domigan
Vanessa Downing
Suzanne Dudley
Russell Dykstra
Merridy Eastman
Sandie Eldridge
Sarah Enright
Layla Estasy
Judy Feldman
Andrew Ferguson
Michael Finney
Anni Finsterer
Jack Finsterer
Alan Flower
Shane Foster
Holly Fraser
James Fraser
Patrick Frost
Laura Gabriel
Janie Gibson

Sara Gleeson

Paul Goddard
Kevin Golsby

Ben Grant
Corinne Grant
John Gregg
Francis Greenslade
Nathan Griffin
Linal Haft

Jane Harders
Benedict Hardie
Tom Healey

Keffa Heaney
Genevieve Hegney
Kevin Fa'asitua Hofbauer
David Hoflin
Nicholas Hope
Meg Hoult

John Howard
Elaine Hudson
Nick Hunter
Sharon Hunter
Joanne Hunt
Lyndall Iron
Tiffany Jackson
Adrian Jarrett
Adele Johnston
Rebecca Johnston
Radek Jonak
Melissa Jones
Marko Jovanovic
George Kanaan
Maria Karambelas
Sophie Katinis
Malcolm Kennard
Maggie King
Christopher Kirby
Kim Knuckey
Jacek Koman
Peter Kowitz

Toni Lamond
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Shelly Lauman

Josh Lawson

Chris Leaney

Rex Alfie Lee
Stephen Leeder
Lorna Lesley
Glenda Linscott
Tony Llewllyn-Jones
Eliza Logan

Isabel Lucas

James Lugton
Bojana Novakovic
Monica Main
Tracy Mann

Cat Martin

Tony Martin
Gabriella Maselli
Peter McAllum
Andrew McFarlane
Tim McGarry
Kerry McGuire
Benjie McNair
Shane McNamara
Brian Meegan
Natalie Mendoza
Derek Metzger
Angie Milliken
Andrea Moor

Tara Morice
Drayton Morley
Geoff Morrell
David Morris
Roger Oakley
Simone O'Brien
Meredith O'Reilly
Matthew O'Sullivan
Jamie Oxenbould
Matt Oxley

Bali Padda

Emily Paddon-Brown

Chris Parker
Naomi Parszos
Jonny Pasvolsky
Luke Pegler
Patrick Phillips
Jim Pike

Ailsa Piper
Tony Poli

Shane Porteous
Fiona Press

Dan Prowse
Luke Quinton
Sascha Raeburn
Kate Raison
Marty Rhone
Scarlett Ritchie
Edwina Ritchard
Silvio Rivier

Tim Ross

Keith Scott
Doug Scroope
Terry Serio
Jeremy Shadlow
Ingrid Shears
Nicole da Silva
Louise Siversen
Bruce Spence
Mike Steele
Olivia Stiefel
Kat Stewart
Randall Stewart
Thomas James Stokes
Derek Strahan
Gordon Streek
Jessica Sullivan
lan Swallow
Joan Sydney
Henri Szeps
Nick Tate
Rachael Taylor

Anthony Theil

Matt Thomson
Symantha Thomson
Meme C Thorne
Sonia Todd

Jessica Tovey
Benjamin Toyer
Jayne Tuttle

Ria Vandervis

Aquinia 'Queenie' van de

Zandt

Leah Vandenberg
Antonio Vargas
Diane Villavieja
Jennifer Vuletic
Rhys Wakefield
Kerry Walker
James Wardlaw
John Waters
Clayton Watson
Caria Watt

Tessa Nethercote Way
Blake Wells

David R.Wheeler
David Whiteley
David Whitney
Lucy Wigmore
Heath Wilder

Julie Williams
Vanessa Williams
Felix Williamson
Stephen Wilkinson
Bevan Wilson
Merran Winchester
Kate Worsley
Peter Wright
Tandi Wright

Bill Young

Ashley Zukerman
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